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Salt Lake City airtel to the Bureau, dated ll/4/60i 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
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port was received 

_ ^ ?f the 

County Sheriff’s Office, Las Vegas, Nevaa^^ Hr. DAN 
ROWAN eade no formal complaint with regard to his telephone 
being tapped at the Riviera Hotel. \j^ 
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It vill be noted that BHHHflBHum^P advised that 
the conversations recorded were those of DA^iOWAN of the Rowan 
and Martin comedy team .presently appearing at the Riviera Hotel 
in Las Vegas. and PHYLLIS 1IC GUI RE ol the UoT.nira Trio. 
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w — — - Clark County 

Shenff'B Office, Las Vegas, stating that he wished to have 
all charges droppe d w hich he had previously requested be 

- w 1 ! 0 ? •fc a * n f t BAUiTTI at the tia* It -'was .determined that he 
had tapped his telephone at the Riviera Hotel. ’> 
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. MIAMI DIVISION (INFORMATION) .J 

One copy of report furnished Miami in view of 
possible future investigation in that division., . 
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Report of: 

Dot.: Tl/10/60 

Field Office Fll* N 0 j Salt Lake City 139-17 
TUI* ARTHUR JAMES BA LIE TT I 




Office: Salt Lake City, Utah 

► 

Bureau File No.: 



Oxjroeter UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION AND USE 

OF COMMUNICATIONS 

S*" 0 *** 5 BALLETTI arrested 10/31/60 at Riviera Hotel, Las 

Vegas, Nevada. Admitted that he had received Instructions 
from Investigations, Incorporated, Miami, Florida, to surveil 
and record telephone conversations of DAN ROWAN. BALLETTI 
had in his possession numerous electronic devices including 
transmitters, receivers, Min if on wire recorders, Minox camera, 
and seventeen professional type lock picks. Also an AM-FM 
transistor radio which was thought to be receiving on the 
same frequency that the telephone tap vas broadcasting on. 
BALLETTI stated that FRED T. HARRIS, a free lance electronics 
man and investigator from Miami, had entered ROWAN'S room and 
had installed the listening device. ROWAN requested that 
all local charges against BALLETTI be dropped. 
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, , | ^Sr* * r + w Uo ^ t ? 8he 5 lff * Office, advised be bad received 

th*? 1 +w fr ° n the E i V j er * Hotel * the hotel Management advising 
that two persons had registered in on October 26, 1960, one 

of them giving the name of ARTHUR EALUSTTI and the other as 
in s> I ^ RRIS ? N » «nd that they had given a later Street address 
X ?h- !f“ C il! CO * nd * Tree " n Street address in Los Angeles 

The management of the Riviera 
Hotel had advised that inasmuch as the hotel bill had not 
been paid that a check of their room. Ho. 331, had revealed 

deJi c i£ e I!!d^h! + a nUJnb ! r of ■ U8plcious lookln K electronic 

f nc * ***** • number of notes had been made on a relics 

**2“ cont, i n ® d tko of OAK EOWAH, one of the partners 

in the Rowan and Martin comedy team, who at that time were 

at th ! B J vier * Hotel. Also on this pad were several 
dates, times and places concerning ROWAN' s whereabouts for the 

Hl!+l^? Te 5 a i.. <, * y8 ’ The hotal ■■nagement advised they had 
determined the person who had registered as J. W. HARRISGN 

' lo B , * nd that he hid laft <*e botei on October 

on hls *"iTal at the Riviera 

front rH°^ e rr BAL ^ ETTI Paying his hotel bill at the 

front desk and he had several bandages on his hands and arms 

5° h® extremely nervous. He stated that a records' 
BAL?£r£f. h J S de P art “* nt failed to reveal anything concerning 

M L ^^At h h We T er ' K thCy h#T ® * record o£ J - W - HARRISON, an 
2d Tritely * previously arrestor forgery, burglary, 

lj _ stated BALLETTI was contacted in 

his room and *uestionea concerning the cuts on his arms which 

h d Un * b J e 4 . t0 ? r °P® r ly explain and he stated that the person 

Us na’v *hahwi a th ® “ a “ e of J ' 1 HARRISON 

was HAaaiSj that he was from Florida rather than from 

Ban Francisco and stated the reason they did not give their 

true addresses was that they did not want their wives to find 

out where they were. BALL1TTI stated he was in Las Tegas on d 

vacation and that he was employed in Miami as a consultant? 

Sv7ofT.* Sk0 J 5° r testification at which time he handed the 
officers a driver’s license in the name of B7RAM whose 
description was completely different than that of BALLRTTI. 
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BALLKTTI stated that he had (Iran the officers the wrong 
license; that he had picked this one op froa a friend of hie 
and had forgotten to return it. BALLSTTI via requested to 
let the officers search his rooe at which tine he refused. 

Be became eery excited and extremely nervous. ^ 

. .An •Wort at that tine was sade to locate BAH 

deter * lne if * nicrophone or a tap had been nade in 
ROWAN s room. The officers were unsuccessful in locating 
ROWAN and w^^th^si^o^thehote 1 aanageaent his room was 
entered observed a set of bare 

wires running froa the telephone box in ROWAN ' s room, go.” ' v 
228, to an electronic transaitting wireless microphone * 
which had been t^ped to the bed and connected to the 
telephone box with the bare wires. There was an aerial * 
strung along the back of the bed. -This transaitting para- 
phernalia was removed froa the telephone by deputy sheriffs. \J^ 

BALLSTTI was again interrogated by deputy sheriffs 
and at first denied owning this instrument which had been 
recovered from ROWAH's roos and later would not affira or 
deny his knowledge concerning it. He was at that time placed 
under arrest and a coaplete search was made cf his roos. A 
yellow steno pad revealed notes and notations which BALIRTTI 
had written down dates and tiaes on which he had recorded * * 

P ortlons °* ROW AN ’ s telephone conversations. A locked 

suitcase in BALLSTTI ' s roos was unlocked with a key which was 
furnished by BALLSTTI and it was determined that this suit- 
case contained a large quantity of electronic devices including 
receivers, wall plugs, a Rlnifon wire recorder, 
a sinox caaera and also a set of seventeen professional type 
lock picks. Also found on the floor near the west wall of the 
room was a Sony AM-7M traneister radio with a piece of masking 
tape across the top next to the dial needle with the markings 
T and R on this tape.y^ ,« 
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- j II i later tests showed that the 

* OB *"• t# P« In tne ahortwave portion of the tune changer was 
the frequency on which one of the transmitters in the suitcase 
would broadcast on and is believed to be on the same frequency 
that the telephone sicrophone was broadcasting on. \J\ 

|stated on arriving at the Detective 
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Bureau of the Clark County Sheriff’s Office, BALLXTTI admitted-, 
he had been hired by Investigations, Incorporated, Miami, .> 
Florida , which Is a company owned by a former FBI Agent; 

EDWARD DU BOIS, and that this company apparently had a client * 
who had requested Investigation concerning DAN ROWAN’ a private 
life. BALLXTTI admitted listening and recording ROWAN'S 
telephone conversations and he stated he had been survelling 
him and listening to his conversations since October 26, 1860. 

BALLXTTI stated FRED T. HARRIS, who is a free lance 
electronics man and Investigator from Miami, had entered 
ROWAN’S room and had Installed the listening device. Me 
: stated he had also listed some of the information from notes 

in ROWAN'S room. BALLXTTI stated HARRIS had planned on . rs 
staying long enough Just to install the microphone j however, s 
had stayed over a few days in Las Vegas to play the horses 
and that HARR 18 had returned to Florida on the morning of 
October 30, 1960, by TransWorld Airlines. ’\X 
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stating he desired that 's 11 charges against BALUSTTI be ?• 
dropped and that no action be taken by the Clark County 
Sheriff's Office with regard to the burglary and the in- * 

.... * ir , ? i £?,?£jK 1 * mcy b ? «• of * listening device stating ' ; 

^ahat BALUSTTI was only working for someone else. 
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